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HOME  IS  WHERE  IT  HAPPENS' 


"When  your  children  ask  their  fathers  in  time  to  come, 
saying,  What  mean  ye  by  these  stones  ?  then  ye  shall  answer 
them.   .  ."  (Joshua  4:6b,  7a)     Religious  faith,  humanly  speak- 
ing,is  always  within  one  generation  of  extinction,,    If  those 
who  believe  cannot  win  their  sons  and  daughters  that  tradition 
is  marked  for  death  I    The  process  by  which  men  and  women 
transmit  their  faith  to  their  young  is  known  as  nurture. 

Symbols  are  very  big  in  the  nurturing  process.    Cer- 
tain places  must  be  remembered,  certain  signs  understood, 
certain  happenings  perpetually  recalled.    For  the  Hebrews 
of  Old  Testament  days  a  vital  happening  took  place  when  they 
crossed  the  Jordan  and  entered  the  Promised  Land.    Forty 
years  of  wandering  were  now  behind.    The  priests,  as  you 
will  remember,  moved  out  into  the  Jordan  bearing  the  ark 
of  God.    The  waters  parted  and  the  people  went  over.    At 
Joshua's  suggestion  each  tribe  selected  one  representative 
who  took  a  stone  and  went  back  into  the  Jordan.    Each  held 
his  stone  aloft,  thus  identifying  the  stone  with  the  crossing. 
Eventually  the  stones  were  brought  back  to  land.    In  Giigal 
where  they  camped  their  first  night  on  the  other  side,  those 
stones  were  set  apart        memorials  for  the  people.    Hence 
the  text:  ". .  .when  your  children  ask  their  fathers  in  time  to 
come,  saying,  What  mean  ye  by  these  stones  ?    Then  ye  shall 
answere  them. . . "  (Joshua  4:6b,  7a) 

When  I  selected  this  text  and  posted  the  announced 
topic  I  planned  to  speak  on  the  home  as  the  primary  agent  in 
Christian  nurture.    I  am  drawn  to  the  word  "ye"  in  the  text. 
"When  your  children  ask  their  fathers,  what  mean  these 
stones  ?    Then  ye:  shall  say."    There  is  no  suggestion  here 
that  parents  were  to  turn  to  the  professionals.    It  was  under- 
stood that  the  fathers,  in  conjunction  with  the  mothers,  in 
the  context  of  the  home,  would  be  the  primary  interpreters 
of  the  religious  tradition. 

The  church  is  an  adjunct  to  the  home.    The  home  is 
not  an  adjunct  to  the  church.    A  few  hours  in  church  every 


week  or  so  can  hardly  be  a  match  for  the  hours  that  a  fami- 
ly spends  together  Jiving  out  its  values  and  sharing  in  small 
talk.    "When  your  children  ask  their  fathers  in  time  to  come, 
saying,  What  mean  ye  by  these  stones  ?    Then  ye  shall  an- 
swer them. .  o"    The  point  is  worthy  of  further  amplification. 
But  it's  not  the  point  I  feel  constrained  to  elaborate  today. 


Events  of  the  past  ten  days  have  given  this  text  a  new 
bounce  for  me  and  caused  me  to  see  it  from  a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent angle,    These  events  are  the  escalation  of  the  war  in 
Cambodia ,  the  death  of  four  students  on  the  campus  of  Kent 
State  University,  and  the  shut-down  of  schools  and  universi- 
ties across  the  country.    Normally  the  fathers  and  mothers 
tell  their  sons  and  daughters  the  meaning  of  the  stones.    But 
there  do  come  those  times  in  the  history  of  nations  and  re- 
ligious bodies  when  the  sons  and  daughters  tell  their  parents 
the  meaning  of  the  stones.  The  older  generation  frequently 
restricts  its  symbols,  betrays  its  origins,  or  lives  un- 
reached by  its  own  history  and  unfaithful  to  it. 

None  will  contest  the  assertion  that  our  young  people 
--  our  children,  our  sons  and  daughters  --  are  trying  to  tell 
us  something.    Those  campus  shut-downs  are  not  a  spring 
lark,  William  Buckley's  comment  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing.   Students  at  Boston  University  after  voting  to  close 
the  institution  were  asked  by  the  administration  to  go  home 
and  start  their  vacation  early.    They  refused.    They  said 
they  had  paid  for  their  room  and  board  and  planned  to  stay  on 
and  that  an  early  start  on  summer  vacation  was  not  what  they 
were  after!    They  are  interested  in  making  a  witness  to  a 
point  of  view  that  has  not  been  sufficiently  heard.    Some  of 
them  are  jeopardizing  their  exams  and  in  some  cases  per- 
haps their  graduation. 

And  their  cause  is  growing  not  only  in  intensity  but 
also  in  breadth  of  support.    Next  Tuesday  on  the  steps  of  the 
Treasury  Building  on  Wall  Street  there  will  be  a  student- 
called  meeting  on  Vietnam.    What  strikes  me  as  significant 
about  this  meeting  is  that  it  has  been  set  up  not  by  political 
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science  students  or  history  majors,  but  by  students  of  the 
Columbia  Graduate  School  of  Business,   in  conjunction  with 
the  Amos  Tuck  School  at  Dartmouth,  the  Sloane  School  at 
MIT,  the  business  school  of  New  York  University  and  the 
Wharton  School  of  Finance  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania! 

Our  young  people  are  trying  to  tell  us  somethings 
And,  thank  God,  there  is  some  evidence  that  we  are  devel- 
oping a  disposition  to  listen,    A  cabinet  member  writes  a 
letter  to  his  President  asking  for  a  more  sympathetic  atti- 
tude on  the  part  of  the  administration*    Two  hundred  and 
forty  members  of  the  State  Department  sign  a  petition  to 
identify  with  the  anguish  of  the  young  on  the  issue  of  the  war. 
A  friend  of  mine  who  commutes  between  here  and  Princeton 
every  day  told  me  that  the  bar  car  of  his  train  was  radical- 
ized the  other  evening  on  this  subject.,    Most  of  the  men 
sharing  in  that  ride  each  day  would  call  themselves  conser- 
vative   But  the  whole  car,  as  I  heard  the  story,  turned  on 
two  men  who  tried  to  put  the  young  people  down*    Rampaging 
construction  workers  swinging  fists  and  hammers  might 
very  well  write  the  youth  off  as  so  many  "commie  bastards," 
but  most  of  us  over  thirty  are  of  a  different  mind  about  it. 

What  are  our  sons  and  daughters  trying  to  say  about 
the  meaning  of  the  stones  ?    And?  mark  you,  they  take  our 
stones  as  seriously  as  we  say  we  do:    Plymouth  Rock,  the 
Boston  Tea  Party,  the  Revolution,  the  Constitution,  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  the  many  years  of  unrestricted  immigration  to 
this  country ,  the  Statue  of  Liberty  and  the  legend  inscribed 
on  its  base.    They  see  the  stones  in  a  different  light,  and 
take  from  them  a  different  meaning. 

What  they  are  saying  to  the  nation,  as  I  hear  it,  is 
that  the  war  in  Vietnam  is  a  madness  that  violates  their 
humanity  and  tarnishes  the  image  of  the  United  States  in  the 
court  of  world  opinion,,    Does  this  come  from  a  lack  of  char- 
acter?   Does  it  come  necessarily  from  a  lack  of  courage? 
Does  it  come  from  a  lack  of  patriotism?    I  think  not.    To 
ask  a  -man  to  kill  is  to  ask  for  the  supreme  moral  outlay. 
In  order  for  a  man  to  command  that  outlay  he  must  be  rea- 
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sonably  convinced  of  the  Tightness  of  the  cause.  What  does 
he  do  then  when  the  jury  is  split?  90-10  he  probably  would 
march.    But  60-40  or  50-50  is  not  enough. 

To  ask  a  man.to  die  is  to  ask  the  utmost  price.    Our 
President  acknowledged  the  other  day  that  he  is  not  sure 
what  history's  verdict  will  be  regarding  our  involvement  in 
Vietnam.    Politicians  and  statesmen  who  mis -calculate  at 
that  level  lose  only  their  office,  but  young  men  who  are  vic- 
timized by  such  mis-calculation  stand  a  chance  to  lose  their 
lives. 

As  I  sit  with  these  young  people,  read  what  they  write, 
and  talk  with  them  I  find  that  they  will  not  be  easily  swayed 
by  conventional  and  traditional  rhetoric.    Talk  about  the  un- 
defeated record  of  these  United  States  in  war  is  meaningless 
to  them.    They  feel  that  this  kind  of  talk  belongs  at  football 
pep  rallies  and  collegiate  wrestling  matches.    They  are 
weary  of  seeing  America  measured  by  muscle  power  and 
missiles.    They  are  trying  to  say  to  us  that  we  must  lose 
our  sense  of  God  Almightiness,  that  we  have  taken  to  our- 
selves the  impossible  role  of  playing  saviour  to  the  world. 

If  I  hear  them  correctly  they  are  telling  us  that  they 
are  human  beings  who  happen  to  be  Americans,  not  Ameri- 
cans who  happen  to  be  human  beings.    They  are  trying  to  get 
us  to  see  what  we  look  like  as  we  come  in  on  the  sets  of 
other  people  in  the  world.    What  we  think  we  look  like  and 
what  we  really  look  like  are  two  different  things.    "The  New 
York  Times"   carried  a  story  last  week  about  a  big  splash 
near  Sidney,  Australia.,    The  British  were  celebrating  the 
two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  famed  navi- 
gator, James  Cook.    Queen  Elizabeth  was  there,  we  are 
told.     Five  tons  of  fireworks  were  set  off.     Horns  tooted, 
bands  played,   illuminated  fire  boats  sprayed  fountains  of 
water  into  the  air.    More  than  20  warships  —  including  ten 
stately  clipper  sailing  ships  —  from  twelve  nations  displayed 
festive  bunting. 

But  earlier,  not  far  distant,  some  of  the  original  in- 
habitants of  Australia,  the  Aborigines,  marked  the  Cook  land- 
ing another  way.    They  cast  wreaths  upon  the  ocean,  mourn- 
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ing  their  kindred  who  had  been  oppressed  or  even  murdered 
in  the  two  centuries  of  white  rule.   1 

Our  young  people  have  the  feeling  that  we  were  euchred 
into  pinch-hitting  for  DeGaulle,  that  we  inherited  a  no-ball 
two-strike  count  —  with  the  sun  in  our  eyes  to  boot! 

What  else  are  they  saying  to  us  ?    They  are  suggest- 
ing that  whatever  a  victory  in  Vietnam  would  look  like,  it's 
too  expensive  for  what  it  is  doing  to  us  at  home.    Now  if  we 
Americans  cannot  be  reached  by  our  professed  idealism, 
perhaps  we  can  respond  to  the  pragmatism  in  this  possibil- 
ity.   They  just  might  be  right !    We  have  gradually  built-up 
a  resistance  to  the  horrors  of  this  war.    It  is  common  talk 
in  automobile  circles  that  the  first  dent  is  the  worst  onec 
Do  you  recall  the  last  new  car  you  had,  how  it  was  a  matter 
of  considerable  moment  for  you  when  that  first  dent  came 
in  the  fender?    It  might  even  have  brought  you  to  tears.    But 
after  a  few  more  taxis  had  at  it  and  a  few  more  parking  lot 
jockeys  did  their  inevitable  job  on  it,  you  came  to  take  the 
knocks  in  stride.    Our  young  people  are  trying  to  call  us 
back  to  the  awfuiness  of  the  price. 

Our  black  brethren  have  long  since  written  off  Viet- 
nam with  understandable  cynicism.    There  is  a  line  from 
"Hair,"  extreme  perhaps ,  but  not  without  its  point:  "The 
Vietnam  war  is  simply  white  people  sending  black  people  to 
make  war  on  yellow  people  to  defend  the  land  they  stole  from 
the  red  people. " 

In  the  judgment  of  our  sons  and  daughters  this  war 
has  dominated  our  budget  nationally  and  dominated  their  life 
personally,  so  that  when  they  marry  and  where  they  study 
and  where  they  live  have  been  consistently  influenced  by 
this  war.    What  if  all  the  branch  offices  of  America  thrive, 
and  the  home  office  is  divided,  embattled  and  bankrupt? 
What  if  we  should  gain  the  whole  southeast  Asian  world  and 
lose  our  souls  ? 
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But  even  more  embarrassingly  for  the  church,  our 
sons  and  daughters  are  looking  over  the  stones  of  our  tradi- 
tion and  finding  meanings  there  that  we  have  lost  or  forgot- 
ten.   I  have  no  truck  with  the  thought  that  our  young  people 
are  vacating  faith  and  abandoning  God  —  quite  the  contrary, 

I  received  a  phone  call  this  week  from  a  college  in 
California,    The  chaplain  told  me  that  on  their  own  initiative 
in  this  free-wheeling  independent  school  students  have  voted 
for  the  reinstatement  of  religion  courses  and  the  reinstate- 
ment of  weekly  chapel.    Moreover,  they  want  the  Baccalau- 
reate service  at  commencement  to  be  held  on  the  same  day 
as  commencement  so  that  fathers  and  mothers  and  families 
can  be  there  to  celebrate  together  the  worth  of  God,    When 
you  listen  to  folk  singers ,  and  examine  pop  art  you  find 
Scripture  coming  at  you  in  fresh  and  novel  ways.    Most  of 
all,  you  find  the  cross  again  and  again  and  again. 

They  are  telling  us,  and  I  think  it's  time  we  listened 
— ■  ail  of  us  over   thirty,  that  we  have  been  unfaithful  to  that 
cross  —  that  we  have  reached  a  rather  easy  accommodation 
with  our  culture  —  that  we  have  lost  the  capacity  to  address 
ourselves  to  our  society  prophetically  and  bear  our  share  of 
social  pain  and  suffering.    The  new  priests  in  America  are 
the  men  who  run  the  talk  shows  at  11:30  each  night  across 
the  various  networks.    I  heard  one  the  other  evening  discus- 
sing ethics  and  morality.     He  turned  to  his  guest  and  said, 
"I  think  what  each  of  us  has  to  do  is  find  a  standard  that  he 
can  be  comfortable  with." 

I  shopped  a  while  ago  for  a  suit  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  shouldn't  have  shopped  at  that  time  because  I  was  carrying 
more  weight  than  I  intended  to  carry  a  few  weeks  hence. 
When  the  man  asked  me  my  size  he  took  me  to  a  rack  that 
had  no  numbers  on  it.    I  found  out  later  that  the  suits  on 
that  rack  gently  merged  from  one  size  to  another.    Finally, 
when  he  put  one  on  that  felt  reasonably  good  I  asked,  "What 
size  is  this  ?"  --  suspecting  that  he  had  taken  be  beyond  my 
specifications.    Knowing  that  he  had,  he  said  assuringiy, 
"We  don't  go  by  sizes  any  more.    We  just  go  until  the  cus- 
tomer finds  one  that  feels  good  on  him." 
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Here  we  are,,  descendants  of  a  man  who  died  in  his 
thirty -third  year  upon  a  cross  „    Someone  has  said  that  the 
adaptable  spirit  of  Protestantism  may  be  relied  upon  to  lend 
a  pious  and  philosophical  sanction  to  any  instinct  that  may 
deeply  move  the  national  mind„    The  reason  some  of  us  are 
wearing  these  armbands  today  is  to  say  symbolically  that 
we  wish  to  give  whatever  advocacy  we  can  to  the  students 
who  are  mourning  their  nation,  their  campuses  and  their 
deado    For  too  long  the  church  has  been  guilty  of  withheld 
advocacy.    Our  young  people,  in  the  spirit  of  Jesus  who 
didn?t  ask  for  much  in  the  way  of  material  well-being,  are 
prepared  to  live  on  less  in  order  that  they  might  live  for 
more,    And  who  knows  but  what  their  meaning  of  the  stones 
is  truer  than  our  own. 

My  heart  is  heavy  today  but  not  without  hope,    I've 
called  enough  in  hospitals  around  the  country  to  know  that 
when  a  patient  on  the  other  side  of  surgery  begins  to  com- 
plain of  pain,  this  is  a  sign  of  heal  the    It  is  not  my  intention 
today  to  exalt  youth  in  a  random  non-discriminating  way,  as 
though  proposing  them  for  instant  canonization,    I  am  sug- 
gesting that  in  crisis  days  when  our  sons  and  daughters  come 
to  us  saying,   "This  is  the  meaning  of  the  stones, "  at  the 
very  least  we  should  show  a  willingness  to  listen. 


FOOTNOTES; 

1,    "Aborginial  Complaint, "    The  New  York  Times 
"News  in  Review,"    May  3,   1970 
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